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A revision of Western Palaearctic Medon STEPHENS 
(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae, Paederinae). Supplement I 


V. ASSING 


Abstract: A new synonymy is proposed: Medon dilutus pythonissa SAULCY, 
1864 = M. robustior ROUBAL, 1920, syn.n. A female syntype of M. molestus ROUBAL, 
1920, a species of doubtful origin and type locality, is illustrated. Medon abantensis 
BORDONI is recorded from the West Caucasus for the first time; intraspecific variation 
of this species is described and illustrated. Additional records, especially from Turkey, 
are presented for several species. 


Key words: Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, Paederinae, Medon, Palaearctic region, 
Turkey, Abkhazia, Caucasus, taxonomy, new species, new synonymy, distribution. 


1. Introduction 


The Western Palaearctic species of Medon STEPHENS were revised only recently (ASSING 
in press a, in press b). An examination of material that has become available in the 
meantime, particularly the previously unavailable types of two species described by 
ROUBAL (1920), yielded not only a new synonymy, but also various additional records, 
among them a first record of M. abantensis BORDONI from the West Caucasus, a species 
with remarkable intraspecific variation. 


2. Material and measurements 


The material referred to in this study is deposited in the following public institution and 
private collections: 


SNM................ Slovenské Národné Muzeum, Bratislava (via P. Hlavát) 
CASS occ eases author's private collection 

CESS ono cede private collection J. Esser, Berlin 

GEel cun private collection B. Feldmann, Münster 

CHEM usus private colletion S. Hennicke, Weitenhagen 

ESO ose private collection M. Schülke, Berlin 


Head length was measured from the anterior margin of the clypeus to the posterior mar- 
gin of the head, elytral length at suture from the apex of the scutellum to the posterior 
margin of the elytra. 
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3. Results 


Medon apicalis (KRAATZ) 


Material examined: Italy Campania: 1 ex., Bussento river, 1.-8.VIIL2003, leg. de 
Rougemont (cAss). 

Comments: There have been only relatively few records of this species from Italy, 

where the closely related congener M. perniger COIFFAIT is much more common. The 

known distribution of the species is mapped by ASSING (in press b). 


Medon maronitus (SAULCY) 


Material examined: Turkey: Adana: 2 exs., Adana, 10 km E Osmaniye, NW Yarpuz, 
37°04'32N, 36?22/25E, 900 m, mixed oak and beech forest, 6.IV.2004, leg. Assing (cAss). 
Antakya: | ex., 17 km W Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 36°11°07N, 35°59’06E, 400 m, pine forest 
with oak and shrubs, 3.IV.2004, leg. Assing (cAss); 7 exs., 20 km W Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 
36°12'33N, 35?57'30E, 340 m, oak forest, 3.IV.2004, leg. Assing (cAss); 18 exs., Nur Daglan, 9 
km SE Iskenderun, 5 km NE Belen, 36?31'19N, 36?14'50E, 1240 m, mixed oak and beech forest, 
4.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch). 

Comments: The distribution of this widespread species is mapped by ASSING (in 

press a); the above records are within the known range. 


Medon bucharicus (BERNHAUER) 


Material examined: Kyrgyzstan: 2 exs., Jalal-Abad province, Arslanbob env., 1900- 
2100 m, 1.VIL.2003, leg. Lackner (cAss). 

Comments: The species was previously known only from Uzbekistan and 

Tajikistan (ASSING in press b); it is here recorded from Kyrgyzstan for the first time. 


Medon beydaghensis FAGEL 


Material examined: Turkey: 5 exs, Antalya, 90 km NE Antalya, Kóprülü Canyon, 
17.11.2002, leg. Esser (cEss, cAss). 


Comments: The known distribution of this rather rare species is mapped by 
ASSING (in press a). | 


Medon seleucus BORDONI 


Material examined: Turkey: Adana: 3 exs, 13 km E Osmaniye, NW Yarpuz, 
37207 51N, 36?24'32E, 930 m, beech and Platanus forest, 6.IV.2004, leg. Assing (cAss); 1 ex., E 
Osmaniye, Yarpuz, 37°04’06N, 36°23°41E, 890 m, 30.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss). 
Antakya: 8 exs., 17 km W Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 36?11'18N, 35?58^56E, 410 m, pine forest 
with oak and shrubs, 3.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 30 exs., 20 km W Antakya, 
NW Teknepinar, 36°12°33N, 35°57°30E, 340 m, oak forest, 3.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, 
cSch). 


Comments: As far as is currently known, the distribution of this species is confined 
to the Nur Daglan and adjacent areas (ASSING in press a). 
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Medon brunneus (ERICHSON) 


Material examined: France: 3 exs., Alpes Maritimes, Col de Braus, C.me de Bosc, 1000 
m, 28.V.2003, leg. Wolf (cSch, cAss); 2 exs., Sospel, Col de Braus, 1150 m, 27.-30.V.2003, leg. 
Wolf (cSch). Italy: Emilia-Romagna: 4 exs., Bologna, Sasso Marconi, 250 m, 6.X1.2003, leg. Wolf 
(cSch); 1 ex., same data, but 500 m (cSch). Toscana: 2 ex., N Ronta, 600 m, 5.X1.2003, leg. Wolf 
(cSch, cAss). Germany: Baden-Württemberp: 1 ex., Schwarzwald, Conventwald, 26.VIIT.2002, 
leg. Loch (cHen). Greece: Mainland: 2 exs., Ipiros, S Igoumenitsa, 5 km E Parga, 200-500 m, 
11.IX.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch); 4 exs., Ipiros, Ioannina, Timfi National Park, 450 m, 22.VI.2002, leg. 
Wolf (cSch); 2 exs., Thessalia, S Astakos, 150 m, 16.1X.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch); 2 ex., Grevena, 
Smolika range, above Smixi, 1450 m, 18.-20.V1.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch); 3 exs., Drama, Falakro, S 
Volakas, 900-1150 m, 12.VI.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch); 4 exs., Kavala, Pangéo, 700 m, 11.1X.2002, 
leg. Wolf (cSch); 1 ex., Dráma, W-Rodopi, E Karandere, Forest of Elatia, 1350 m, 13.-14.VI.2002, 
leg. Wolf (cSch); 1 ex., same data, but 1150 m, 15.VE2002 (cSch); 5 exs., W-Rodopi, N Skaloti, 
Old Forest Village of Elatia, 1600 m, 13.-14.VI.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch). Pelopónnisos: 2 exs., 
Tripoli, S Kerasia, 1000 m, 22.[X.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch); 1 ex., Sparta, Potamia-Xirokambi, 350 
m, 25.1X.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch); 2 exs., 17 km E Olympia, 21.IX.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch); 11 exs., 
Ilia, Kastron, 5-10 m, 28.IX.-3.X.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch). 


Comments: The known distribution of this common species 1s mapped by ASSING 
(in press a, in press b). 





Medon despectus (FAIRMAIRE) 


Material examined: Tunisia: 14 exs, 6 km S Zaghouan, Jebel Zaghouan, 36?22N, 
10°07E, 650 m, Ceratonia forest, 28.X.2003, leg. Behne (DEI, cAss); 2 exs., 23 km NE Ain 
Draham, 36°53N, 08?55E, 160 m, Pistacia, 20.X.2003, leg. Behne (DEI, cAss). 

Comments: The known distribution of M. despectus is confined to Tunisia, Alge- 

ria, and the Italian island Pantelleria (ASSING in press b). 





Medon semiobscurus (FAUVEL) 


Material examined: Turkey: Antalya: 2 exs., 90 km NE Antalya, Köprülü Canyon, 
17.01.2002, leg. Esser (cEss, cAss); 2 exs., Akseki, 21.III.2002, leg. Esser (cEss). Mersin: 2 exs., 
Findikpinari, 36?54'46N, 34?22'55E, 1090 m, 1.V.2004, leg. Besuchet (cFel); 8 exs., road to 
Findikpinari, Akarca, 36°51°51N, 34°25’48E, 780 m, 1.V.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss); 
4 exs., road to Arslanköy, 5 km SE Aladag, 36?54'45N, 34?3l'44E, 700 m, leg. Brachat A 
Meybohm (cAss); 1 exs., same data, but 36°56’20N, 34°30°12E, 830 m, leg. Besuchet (cAss); 3 
exs., Çamlıyayla, 37°09°47N, 34?34'42E, 1150 m, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss); 6 exs., road to 
Güzeloluk, S Aydinlar, 35°44°34N, 34?08E, 1380 m, 4.V.2004, leg. Besuchet, Brachat & 
Meybohm (cAss, cFel); 1 ex., same data, but 36°42°05, 34?09 56E, 1110 m (cAss); 1 ex., road 
Silifke-Gülnar, 36°20°37N, 33?35'17E, 1000 m, 6.V.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss); 1 ex., 
same data, but 36?21'09N, 33°45’55E (cAss) 2 exs., E Silifke, Narjikuyu, Cennet Cókugu, 
36?27'07N, 34?06 23E, 130 m, 9.V.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss); 4 exs., road to 
Arslanköy, 5 km SE Aladag, 36?54'45N, 34?31'44E, 700 m, 10.V.2004, leg. Besuchet (cAss). 
Adana: 19 exs., 15 km E Osmaniye, NW Yarpuz, 37?03 34N, 36?25' 43E, 920 m, stream bank, 
Alnus litter, 6.TV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 12 exs., 10 km E Osmaniye, NW 
Yarpuz, 37°04°32N, 36?22/25E, 900 m, mixed oak and beech forest, 6.1V.2004, leg. Assing, 
Schülke (cAss, cSch); 4 exs., Yarpuz, 37°03’53N, 36°24’29E, 920 m, 30.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & 
Meybohm (cAss); 1 ex., Yarpuz, 37?04'06N, 36?23'41E, 890 m, 30.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & 
Meybohm (cAss); 1 ex., Yarpuz, 37°04'26N, 36°21°33E, 850 m, 30.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & 
Meybohm (cAss); 6 exs., 36 km N Kozan, S Feke, 37?45'46N, 35?53'40E, 770 m, oakwood with 
shrubs, 7.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch). Antakya: 22 exs., 19 km S Antakya, SW 
Şenköy, 36?01'48N, 36?07'19E, 920 m, oak and laurel litter, 2.1V.2004, leg. Assing, Schiilke 
(cAss, cSch); 1 ex., W Şenköy, 36?01'09N, 36?07' 19E, 750 m, 21.IV.2004, leg. Besuchet (cAss); 5 
exs., W Sungur, 35°59°34N, 36?05'18E, 760 m, 21.IV.2004, leg. Besuchet, Brachat & Meybohm 
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(cAss); 1 ex, Yayladagi baraji, 35?56' 42N, 36?03'49E, 520 m, 21.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & 
Meybohm (cAss); 18 exs., 17 km W Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 36°11°07N, 35?59'06E, 400 m, 
pine forest with oak and shrubs, 3.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 1 ex., 17 km W 

^ Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 36°11°18N, 35?58'56E, 410 m, pine forest with oak and shrubs, 
3.IV.2004, leg. Schülke (cSch); 3 exs., 20 km W Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 36?12/33N, 
35°57°30E, 340 m, oak forest, 3.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 2 exs., 19 km W 
Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 36?12'16N, 35?57'46E, 360 m, stream bank with Platanus, 3.IV.2004, 
leg. Schülke (cSch); 24 exs., 19 km S Antakya, SW Şenköy, 36?01'48N, 36?07' 19E, 920 m, oak 
and laurel litter, 5.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 1 ex., Harbiye, 9 km SSW Antakya, 
36?07'36N, 36°07°36E, 430 m, bank of stream, laurel and Platanus litter, 5.IV.2004, leg. Assing 
(cAss); 2 exs., Leylekli, 35°57°47N, 36°02°57E, 510 m, 22.IV.2004, leg. Brachat, Meybohm & 
Besuchet (cAss). 


Comments: The above records are within the known distribution of the species 
(Assing in press a) 


Medon castaneus (GRAVENHORST) 


Material examined: Germany: Mecklenburg-Vorpommem: | ex., Kühlenhagen, arable 
land, pitfall trap, 28. V.2003 (chen), 

Comments: There have been only few records of this rare species from northern 

Germany (ASSING in press b). 


Medon dilutus pythonissa (SAULCY)G 


Medon brunneus robustior ROUBAL 1920: 150; syn.n. 


Typeexamined:Syntype 9: Caucasus occ., Krasnaja Poljana [in Cyrillic], Roubal, VITI.1910 
/ ssp. robustior Roubal det. / (red label without data] / Medon dilutus pythonissa (Saulcy) det. V. 
Assing 2004 (SNM). 

Additional Material examined: Greece: Pelopónnisos: 8 exs., Ilia, Kastron, 5- 
10 m, 28.IX.-3.X.2002, leg. Wolf (cSch, cAss). Turkey: Antalya: 1 ex., Akseki, 21.III.2002, leg. 
Esser (cEss). Mersin: 1 ex., road Silifke-Gülnar, 36?21'09N, 33?45'55E, 990 m, 6.V.2004, leg. 
Brachat & Meybohm (cAss) 1 ex. road Silifke-Gülnar, 36°20°37N, 33?35'17E, 1000 m, 
6.V.2004, leg. Besuchet (cFel) Kahramanmaraş: 1 ex, 20km SW Hopurlu, 37?28'45N, 
36?48' 10E, 520 m, 27.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss). Antakya: 1 ex., N Belen Geçidi, 
36?31'18N, 36?14 56E, 1310 m, 23.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss); 


Comments: An examination of the syntype of M. brunneus robustior revealed that 
it is a small specimen of M. dilutus pythonissa (SAULCY); hence the synonymy indicated 
above. Previously, the name was regarded as a synonym of M. brunneus (ERICHSON), 
which is absent from the Caucasus region (ASSING in press a). 





Medon fusculus (MANNERHEIM) 


Material examined: Turkey: Antalya: 1 ex., Belek near Antalya, 17.11.2002, leg. Esser 
(cEss). Mersin: 3 exs., Kirobasi-Güzeloluk, 36°45’01N, 33°57°51E, 1430 m, 7.-8.V.2004, leg. 
Brachat & Meybohm (cAss); 8 exs., E Silifke, Narjikuyu, Cennet Cókugu, 36?27'07N, 34?06 23E, 
130 m, 9.V.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss). Adana: 7 exs., 13 km E Osmaniye, NW 
Yarpuz, 37207 51N, 36?24' 32E, 930 m, beech and Platanus forest, 6.TV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke 
(cAss, cSch); 5 exs., exs., 10 km E Osmaniye, NW Yarpuz, 37?04'32N, 36?22 25E, 900 m, mixed 
oak and beech forest, 6.IV.2004, leg. Assing (cAss); 12 exs., E Osmaniye, Yarpuz, 37?03'53N, 
36°24'29E, 920 m, 30.IV.2004, leg. Besuchet, Brachat & Meybohm (cAss, cFel); 5 exs., same 
data, but 37?04'06N, 36?23'41]E, 890 m (cAss). Kahramanmaraş: | ex., 30km W Baskonus 
Yaylasi, 37233 58N, 36?34'10E, 1270 m, 28.IV 2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss). 
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Comments: The above records are all within the known range of this widespread 
species (ASSING in press a, in press b). In one of the above localities it was collected 
together with the closely related M. lanugo. 


Medon lanugo ASSING 


Material examined: Turkey: Mersin: 3 exs., road to Findikpinari, Akarca, 36?51'51N, 
34?25'48E, 780 m, 1.V.2004, leg. Brachat E Meybohm (cAss); 12 exs., road Silifke-Gülnar, 
36°20°37N, 33°35°17E, 1000 m, 6.V.2004, leg. Besuchet, Brachat & Meybohm (cAss, cFel). 
Adana: 8 exs., 10 km E Osmaniye, NW Yarpuz, 37?04'32N, 36°22'25E, 900 m, mixed oak and 
beech forest, 6.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 5 exs., Yarpuz, 37?03'53N, 36°24’29E, 
920 m, 30.IV.2004, leg. Besuchet, Brachat & Meybohm (cAss); 3 exs., 36 km N Kozan, S Feke, 
37245'46N, 35?53'40E, 770 m, oakwood with shrubs, 7.IV.2004, leg. Assing (cAss). Antakya: 5 
exs., 10 km S Iskenderun, W Soğukoluk, 36°29’28N, 36?09'17E, 760 m, ruderal pine forest with 
oak, 4.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 17 exs., Nur Dağları, 9 km SE Iskenderun, 5 km 
NE Belen, 36?31'19N, 36?14'50E, 1240 m, mixed oak and beech forest, 4.IV.2004, leg. Assing, 
Schülke (cAss, cSch). 


Comments: The species, though rather common in southern Anatolia, was de- 
scribed only very recently (ASSING in press a). 


Medon lindbergi SCHEERPELTZ 


Material examined: Turkey: Adana: 2 es, E Osmaniye, Yarpuz, 37?04/26N, 
36°21°33E, 850 m, 30.IV.2004, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss). Antakya: 9 exs., 17 km W 
Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 36?11'07N, 35?59'06E, 400 m, pine forest with oak and shrubs, 
3.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch); 14 exs., 20 km W Antakya, NW Teknepinar, 
36?12'33N, 35°57°30E, 340 m, oak forest, 3.IV.2004, leg. Assing, Schülke (cAss, cSch). 


Comments: The above records are all within the known range of the species 
(ASSING in press a). 





Medon abantensis BORDONI (Figs 1-6) 


Material examined: Abkhazia: 3 exs., Novyi Afon env., valley of Psyrtskha river, leg. 
Koval (cAss); 1 ex., upper course of Mtshishta River, 200m, CarpinustCorylus, 28.VIIT.2001, leg. 
Koval (cAss). 

Comments: The species was previously known only from northern Anatolia and is 

here recorded from the West Caucasus for the first time. The material listed above differs 

from Anatolian material by the following characters, which are, however, here inter- 
preted as an expression of intraspecific rather than interspecific variation: 





The forebody is more sparsely punctate and more shining (Figs 1-2), the shape of the 
posterior margin of the male sternite VII is of slightly different shape and has longer 
combs of palisade setae (Fig. 3), and the apex of the aedeagus is not concave in ventral 
view (Fig. 6). 


Medon lamellatus ASSING 


Material examined: Turkey: Gaziantep: 3 exs., Kartal Dağı, 25 km WNW Gaziantep, 
37?10'53N, 37?08'29E, 1070 m, N-slope with oak, sifted roots, 9.IV.2004, leg. Assing (cAss); 7 
exs., Kartal Dağı, E Isikli, 37?09'43N, 37?12'47E, 1100 m, 25.IV.2004, leg. Besuchet (cAss); 2 
exs., W Isikli, 37208 29N, 37°10°52E, 1120 m, 25.IV.2004, leg. Besuchet (cAss). Kabramanmaras: 
3 exs., Pass N Tekir, S Göksun, 37°S7N, 36°34E, 1400-1550 m, 26.IV.2004, leg. Besuchet, 
Brachat & Meybohm (cAss). 
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Comments: The species was described only very recently. Its known distribution 1s 
confined to central southern and eastern Anatolia (ASSING in press a). 


Medon molestus ROUBAL (Fig. 7-9) 
Medon molestus ROUBAL, 1920: 149. 


Type examined: Syntype o: Platress (?] / (red label without data] / n. sp. / molestus m. typ, 
Roubal det. / Medon molestus Roub., Gusarov vid. 1991 (SNM). 

Comments: Medon molestus is a distinct species, but not conspecific with any of 

the Medon species known to occur in the Western Palaearctic region. Unfortunately, it 

has not been possible to identify the type locality, but it is likely to be outside the con- 

fines of the Western Palaearctic. The facies of the female syntype and the labels are 

illustrated in Figs 7-9. 
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Zusammenfassung 


Medon robustior ROUBAL 1920, syn.n., wird mit M. dilutus pythonissa SAULCY 1864 synony- 
misiert. Ein weiblicher Syntypus von M. molestus ROUBAL 1920, eine Art mit zweifelhafter 
Typuslokalitét und Verbreitung, wird abgebildet. Medon abantensis BORDONI wird erstmals aus 
dem Westkaukasus nachgewiesen; die intraspezifische Variabilität dieser Art ist höher als bisher 
bekannt. Für mehrere Medon-Arten werden weitere Nachweise insbesondere aus der Türkei gemeldet. 
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Figs 1-6: Medon abantensis BORDONI (W-Caucasus: Abkhazia): 1 — facies; 2 — head and prono- 
tum; 3 — d sternite VII; 4 — d sternite VIII; 5 — median lobe of aedeagus in lateral view; 6 — 
median lobe of aedeagus in ventral view. Scale bars: 1, 2: 1.0 mm; 3-6: 0.2 mm. 
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Medon f 
molestus Roub. 





Figs 7-9: Medon molestus ROUBAL: 9 syntype: 7 — facies; 8 — head and pronotum; 9 — labels. 
Scale bars: 1.0 mm. 


